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HoPE DANCES
A film by Writer/Director Andrew Dillon and Direc-
tor of Photography Christophe Ivins of Harry Potter,
Avatar and Titanic

\Writer and Director Andrew Dillon brings to a new
generation of parents a retelling of the classic
coming of age film, Hope Dances. Dillon, father of 3
daughters ages 17, 11 and 1, presents an indie-style
feature-length family film with a lead character
named Hope (the real-life daughter of Dillon)
“Today's kids have amazing opportunities to engage
in multiple activities, but there's a downside in over-
loaded schedules and a strain on social life” says the
Director. The film explores these issues and more as
it follows the everyday realities of a girl bouncing be-
ween multiple activities who gets caught between
the expectations and agendas of parents, coaches
and instructors. The girl's journey ultimately leads to
a coming of age in terms of personal choice, discov-

ering "self’, and finding one's pathway in life

Hope Dances is about an 11-year-old girl named
Hope, who is torn between her aspirations for both
ballet and girls softball. She must choose between
satisfying her parents' and coaches' wishes versus
finding her own true path in life. When Hope excels
at both and is driving to win competitions and make
All Star Teams, she is abruptly sidetracked by the
tragedy of her best friend and dance partner who is
in a car accident. Hope is forced to make a decision:

stay committed to her friend in need, versus meet-
ing the expectations of parents and coaches. In the
end, with the help from a mentor, a prima ballerina
in @ major dance company, Hope is able to stay
loyal to her friend and at the same time, achieve her
life's dream. As the story unfolds, the film becomes
a story about ‘hope’, a kind of hope that can be
activated The film ultimately is not about winning, or

Filled with beautiful ballet dancing, exciting ball
game moments, as well as dramatic settings against
the northern California coast, the film is beautifully
shot and has been trusted into the hands of the
Director of Photography Christophe Ivins who is
known for his contributions to films including Titanic
(1997), Avatar (200Q) and Harry Potter and the Death-
ly Hallows: Part 2 (2011). Ivins, a former dancer with

a love for ballet, has been an invaluable addition

to the crew. He lends a sensibility to capturing the
visual story, and understands how to integrate the
movement of dancers and even ball players

Director Dillon takes the viewer deep inside the

life of an 11-year-old, and the life of an everyday
family, presenting both in a humorous and touching
way, from the perspective of both the child and

the parents. As a result, the film has a very natural
feeling, with the family and the lead girl depicted

in a non-sensationalized fashion. Unlike other films
with a single story objective, the film shows the main
character caught in two trajectories, and you don't
know which way it will go until the end
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ANDREW DILLON
Director

SASHA DEL SOLA

Natasha (prima ballerina)
See SF Ballet web site

SUNNY DOENCH

Tina Douglas (mother)
See IMDb
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CHRISTOPHE IVINS
D|rector of Photography
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GIANNA GULART]

Kayla (friend)
First time actor

ASTRID MCWILLIAMS
Gigi (grandmother)

Amateur, several shorts
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AVAROSE DILLON
Hope
First time actress, ( |
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ELAINA GREENAWALT
Dani (friend)

See SF casting

MITCH COSTANZA
Coach Mason (ball coach)

KAREN KAHN
VIVI (dance instructor)

MICHAEL COTTER

Jay Douglas (father)
See IMDb
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